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Drought in the Corn Belt is Concerning
By: Dr. James Mitchell, University of Arkansas

The June Acreage report released last week by USDA-NASS
brought some good news for livestock producers. The report
places the total U.S. planted corn acreage at 94.1 million
acres. USDAs latest estimate for 2023 corn acreage is 2.3%
higher than their previous estimate and 6.2% percent higher
than the last year's acreage. All top 5 corn states had an
increase in corn acreage except for Nebraska, which had a
1.0% decline in acreage for corn. 
The relevance of the June Acreage report for livestock
producers is the impact acreage will have on feed prices.
While the report brought good news regarding corn acreage,
there are still concerns regarding total corn supplies for the
2023-2024 crop. These concerns are about drought and its
impacts on corn yields. Even small weather-induced yield
declines could result in significant price swings for corn. 
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The map shown above is the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the region classified as
the Midwest. Currently, 87.8% of the Midwest is categorized in D0-D4 drought.
Compare that to a year ago when 50.9% of the Midwest was in D0-D4 drought. The
big difference between this year and last is the more severe drought categories. Last
year only 1.5% of the Midwest was in D2-D4 drought (severe to exceptional drought).
The most recent drought map has 24.9% of the Midwest categorized as D2-D4
drought. 

Cattle markets are expected to remain strong through the remainder of 2023 and
into 2024. However, many people have noticed that profitability is not as strong as it
was during previous years of high cattle prices. Costs are still a big problem for many
producers. Part of that cost is feed prices, and the drought impacting the major
corn-producing states is a slight cause for concern. Overall though, most agree
there's more to be optimistic about in the cattle industry.  

The Markets
Many auctions were closed last week due to the holiday. Futures prices were a little
softer compare to the week before.
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July Grazing TipsJuly Grazing Tips

Continue grazing available summer annuals and apply 40-60 lb N/AContinue grazing available summer annuals and apply 40-60 lb N/A
to stimulate regrowth.to stimulate regrowth.

Identify fescue pastures for stockpiling. Choose pastures that areIdentify fescue pastures for stockpiling. Choose pastures that are
well drained, have a strong sod and have not been overgrazed.well drained, have a strong sod and have not been overgrazed.  

Soil test pastures to determine fertility needs.Soil test pastures to determine fertility needs.

• Using UK variety trial results, select varieties to plant in the fall and• Using UK variety trial results, select varieties to plant in the fall and
order seed.order seed.  

If drought conditions limit pasture growth, close off pastures andIf drought conditions limit pasture growth, close off pastures and
feed hay in a sacrifice area.feed hay in a sacrifice area.

Photo by UK Ag Communications Services.Photo by UK Ag Communications Services.
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  Dates to KnowDates to Know

  Agent RemarksAgent Remarks

Contact me at:Contact me at:
(859)236-4484(859)236-4484

tyler.ray@uky.edutyler.ray@uky.edu

 Hello,

I hope everyone is having a good Summer. It's hard to
believe I've been in this position for a year on July 1st. It's
been a great first year learning the county and getting to
know the wonderful producers and landowners. 

Thanks,

July
4th- Independence Day! The Extension Office will be closed.  
13th- KATS Spray Clinic
17th-21st - Boyle, Lincoln, Powell Counties 4-H Camp Week
20th- KSU Third Thursday Thing
20th- Danville-Boyle County Farm-City Breakfast from 7:30 to 9:00 am at
Boyle County Cooperative Extension Office. 
25th- UK Corn, Soybean, Tobacco Field Day at UKREC Farm, Princeton,
Kentucky.
26th- KSU Beef Cattle Workshop at Bluegrass Stockyards, Lexington, KY at
6:00 pm. 
29th- Kentucky Woodland Owners Short Course in Boyle/Casy Counties.

August
1st- Ag Safety Night at 5:30 pm at Boyle County Cooperative Extension
Office.
5th- Sausage Making Workshop starting at Boyle County Cooperative
Extension Office at 10:00 am.
15th- Boyle County Cattlemen's Association Meeting
17th-27th- Kentucky State Fair



Cooperative Extension Service 

CAIP 
Approved

Boyle County Farm Bureau and 
Boyle County Cooperative 

Extension Presents:

Farm Safety Night
August 1st, 2023 

5:30 pm
Boyle County Cooperative 

Extension Office

Kentucky Department of Agriculture

In efforts to reduce farm related injuries and increase farm 
safety awareness with an emphasis in grain bin safety the Boyle 
County Farm Bureau and Boyle County Cooperative Extension 
presents Farm Safety Night. This event is open to emergency 
personnel, farmers, and industry professionals. A meal will be 

served. Please call (859)236-4484 to let us know you're coming 
by July 31, 2023. 

Speaker: Dale Dobson, 
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SausageSausage
MakingMaking

WorkshopWorkshop
August 5th, 2023August 5th, 2023

10:00 am10:00 am
atat  

Boyle CountyBoyle County
Extension OfficeExtension Office

Join us for the sausageJoin us for the sausage
making class andmaking class and

workshop. This will coverworkshop. This will cover
basics to sausage makingbasics to sausage making

and food safety. Theand food safety. The
workshop will follow theworkshop will follow the
class. We will be makingclass. We will be making
breakfast sausage. Whilebreakfast sausage. While

the class is not limitedthe class is not limited
the workshop is limitedthe workshop is limited

to 15 people.to 15 people.

Sign up by calling (859)236-4484Sign up by calling (859)236-4484

CAIP
Approved

CAIP
Approved

 

 

Upcoming Events
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Oven-Baked Frog LegsOven-Baked Frog Legs
RecipeRecipe

Be sure to follow  the
Boyle Co. Agriculture &
Natural Resources on
Facebook to stay up to
date on events, classes

and surveys.

Tyler Ray, County Extension Agent for
Agriculture and Natural Resources

 

 

Soil TestingSoil Testing
Just a reminder  Boyle County Extension

Office offers FREE soil testing to anyone in
the county up to 40 samples per person per

year.  For soil sample bags or more
information call the Boyle County Extension

Office at (859)236-4484. 

Dead Animal RemovalDead Animal Removal
The Boyle County Conservation District and
the Boyle County Fiscal Court sponsors the

removal of deceased animals in Boyle
County. If you have a deceased animal call

(859) 238-1137, Monday through Friday from
8:00 am to 4:30 pm. The deceased animal

needs to be in an accessible area for pick up. 
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