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By: Dr. James Mitchell, University of Arkansas

Tight Cattle on Feed Ahead of this Year’s Fall Run
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The September Cattle on Feed Report was released on Friday, and estimates were
within the range of pre-report estimates, albeit on the lower end of those analyst

expectations. The main takeaway is the same as it has been for most of 2023: cattle
on feed supplies will continue to be tight. As we shift gears for the fall run of calves,

some of the feedlot placement data is interesting to look at in more detail. 

Placements into feedlots with 1,000 or more head capacity totaled 2.00 million
head and was 5.1 percent lower than in August 2022. Breaking out feedlot

placements by weight category, the largest decline was for cattle weighing more
than 800 pounds, which totaled 823 thousand head and 8.0 below August 2022.
Placements of heavy feeder cattle are highest in April as cattle come off winter

pasture and in August-September as yearlings come off summer grass. The
significant decline in August placements for cattle weighing more than 800 pounds
may suggest that there may have been limited grazing opportunities this summer.

The drought map this summer supports this claim. 

Feedlot placements were down 2.3 percent, 4.7 percent, and 2.2 percent for cattle
weighing less than 600 pounds, 600-699 pounds, and 700-799 pounds,

respectively. Seasonally, feedlot placements of lightweight calves increase through
the fall and peak in October. This is also when total feedlot placements are at their

highest. Monitoring placements this fall will also be critical for gauging beef
production next year. The most recent WASDE report from September forecasts

2024 beef production at 25.165 billion pounds, which would be a 6.6 percent decline
relative to the most recent estimates for 2023 production. 

The Markets
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October Monthly TipsOctober Monthly Tips

Photo by Jimmy Henning.Photo by Jimmy Henning.  

  Feed hay to allow cool-season pastures to accumulate forage growth forFeed hay to allow cool-season pastures to accumulate forage growth for
winter grazing.winter grazing.  

Do NOT harvest or graze alfalfa fields.Do NOT harvest or graze alfalfa fields.

Inventory and test each hay lot for nutritive value and consult a nutritionistInventory and test each hay lot for nutritive value and consult a nutritionist
to design a supplementation program as needed.to design a supplementation program as needed.  

Remove livestock from pastures that contain sorghum species (sorghum-Remove livestock from pastures that contain sorghum species (sorghum-
sudangrass, sudangrass, and johnsongrass) when frost is expected tosudangrass, sudangrass, and johnsongrass) when frost is expected to
prevent cyanide poisoning.prevent cyanide poisoning.

Begin strip grazing early planted small grain and brassicas (turnips andBegin strip grazing early planted small grain and brassicas (turnips and
rape) mixes by the end of this month.rape) mixes by the end of this month.
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October
2nd-4th- Habitat Management Symposium at Harold R. Benson Research
and Demonstration Farm (1525 Mills Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601).
2nd- BQCA Training at Boyle County Extension Office at 9:00 am. Cost
$5.00.
10th-Beginning Farmer Series: FSA & Funding Options at Boyle County
Extension Office at 5:30 pm.
11th and 12th- University of Kentucky Pregnancy Diagnosis & AI School C.
Oran Little Research Farm Beef Unit (4410 Frankfort Rd. Versailles, KY
40383) from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Cost is $400.00.
14th- Kentucky Sheep and Goat Development Office Annual Producers
Conference at Boyle County Cooperative Extension Office.
17th- Beef Cattle Seedstock Symposium at Fayette County Extension
Office from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm. Cost is $25.00.
18th- Beef Cattle Seedstock Symposium at Barren County Extension
Office from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm. Cost is $25.00.
19th- Kentucky State University Third Thursday Thing: Small Ruminant
21st- Eden Shale Farm Open House
26th- Kentucky Beef Conference at the Clark County Cooperative
Extension Service (1400 Fortune Drive, Winchester, KY 40391) from      
9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Regristration is $10.00.
31st- Halloween 

November
2nd-16th- North American International Livestock Exposition, Louisville,
Kentucky.
23rd- Thanksgiving Day
28th- Beginning Farmer Series: Farm Design & Layout at the Boyle County
Cooperative Extension Office at 5:30 pm.

  Dates to KnowDates to Know
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Venison Sloppy JoesVenison Sloppy Joes
RecipeRecipe

Be sure to follow  the
Boyle Co. Agriculture &
Natural Resources on
Facebook to stay up to
date on events, classes

and surveys.

Tyler Ray, County Extension Agent for Agriculture
and Natural Resources

Soil TestingSoil Testing
Just a reminder  Boyle County Extension

Office offers FREE soil testing to anyone in
the county up to 40 samples per person per

year.  For soil sample bags or more
information call the Boyle County Extension

Office at (859)236-4484. 

Dead Animal RemovalDead Animal Removal
The Boyle County Conservation District and
the Boyle County Fiscal Court sponsors the

removal of deceased animals in Boyle
County. If you have a deceased animal call

(859) 238-1137, Monday through Friday from
8:00 am to 4:30 pm. The deceased animal

needs to be in an accessible area for pick up. 
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