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By: Dr. Kenny Burdine,  University of Kenutcky

August Hay Production Estimates are
Encouraging, but Variation Still Exists

USDA’s August Crop Production report serves as an initial
estimate of the size of the year’s hay crop and includes state-
by-state estimates. This has implications for winter feed
supply and winter feed costs for cattle operations. This year’s
hay crop will be especially important following the widespread
drought across much of the US last year. Estimated May 1 Hay
stocks were down by more than 13% nationally this spring (see
figure below), which was driven by a combination of the small
hay crop last year and a large number of hay feeding days last
winter. Like any estimate, a lot can still happen for the
remainder of the growing season, but it does provide some
perspective on what can be expected from hay supplies going
into fall.
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For the purposes of this discussion, I am going to focus on what USDA refers to as all
other hay. In most states, this means that Alfalfa and Alfalfa mixes are excluded. I am

simply doing this since that is the category that is most associated with winter
feeding implications for cow-calf operations. At the national level, all other hay

production is estimated to be up by 8% from 2022 as a result increased acreage and
yield. Certainly, this is encouraging and suggests improved hay supply is likely at the
national level. But hay is a unique product with high transportation costs, so markets
tend to be very localized. For this reason, hay prices can vary a lot from one area to

the next. While overall conditions are better this year, there are still large cattle
producing areas that are dealing with drought.

 
In the table above, I selected some state-level all hay production estimates from the

August report. I included Kentucky, Arkansas, and Mississippi since that is where
Josh, James, and I reside. Hay production was projected to be higher in Arkansas
and Kentucky, while being down a bit in Mississippi. I also included Tennessee as
another state in the Southeast, where hay production is projected to increase by
nearly 10%. Beyond the Southeast, I included some states that were of particular
interest due to the scale of hay production or the change from last year. Missouri

stood out with an estimated decrease in production of more than 20%. After
significantly reduced production levels last year, Oklahoma and Kansas stood out for

the opposite reason, with projected increases of 60.3% and 17.6%, respectively.
Texas is the largest hay producing state in the US and is projected to produce over

12% more hay in 2023.
 

The August Crop Production report serves as an important reminder of how
different production can be across states and even within individual states. Further,

conditions are constantly evolving and fall weather will impact production levels
and hay feeding days this winter. While discussing USDA’s estimates provides some
context, the real message is that producers should already be making plans for their

winter hay needs. It’s never too early to assess likely hay needs for the upcoming
winter and make certain that a sufficient supply is available.
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September Monthly TipsSeptember Monthly Tips

Photo by Jimmy Henning.Photo by Jimmy Henning.  

If not already done, soil sample and apply lime and fertilizer as needed.If not already done, soil sample and apply lime and fertilizer as needed.

Plant perennial grasses and legumes. Consider using a novelPlant perennial grasses and legumes. Consider using a novel
endophyte tall fescue.endophyte tall fescue.

Harvest hay as needed. Do Not harvest alfalfa after mid-September.Harvest hay as needed. Do Not harvest alfalfa after mid-September.

Closey monitor livestock and do NOT over-graze. Pasture plantsClosey monitor livestock and do NOT over-graze. Pasture plants
accumulate energy reverses in the fall that helps them overwinter andaccumulate energy reverses in the fall that helps them overwinter and

regrow in the spring.regrow in the spring.

Fed hay to allow pastures to stockpile for winter grazing.Fed hay to allow pastures to stockpile for winter grazing.

Rest native warm season grass fields until after frost for better winterRest native warm season grass fields until after frost for better winter
survival.survival.  
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September
4th- Labor Day! The Extension Office will be closed.
7th- Boyle County Investment in Youth Sale
12th- 2023 Horses and Horsemen: Equipment and Facilities for the Small
Acreage Horse Owner at Desmar Stables LLC (685 Handy Pike,
Harrodsburg, KY 40330) at 5:00 pm. 
18th- Rinse N Return at Southern States (Danville).
19th- Beginning Farmer Series: Business Plans & Record Keeping at Boyle
County Extension Office at 5:30 pm.
21st- Beef Bash at C. Oran Little Research Center in Versailles, KY.
21st- Kentucky State University Third Thursday Thing: Pawpaw

October
2nd-4th- Habitat Management Symposium at Harold R. Benson Research
and Demonstration Farm (1525 Mills Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601).
2nd- BQCA Training at Boyle County Extension Office at 9:00 am. Cost
$5.00.
10th-Beginning Farmer Series: FSA & Funding Options at Boyle County
Extension Office at 5:30 pm.
11th-12th- University of Kentucky Pregnancy Diagnosis & AI School C. Oran
Little Research Farm Beef Unit (4410 Frankfort Rd. Versailles, KY 40383)
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Cost is $400.00.
14th- Kentucky Sheep and Goat Development Office Annual Producers
Conference at Boyle County Cooperative Extension Office.
19th- Kentucky State University Third Thursday Thing: Small Ruminant
31st- Halloween 

  Dates to KnowDates to Know
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Venison ChiliVenison Chili
RecipeRecipe

Be sure to follow  the
Boyle Co. Agriculture &
Natural Resources on
Facebook to stay up to
date on events, classes

and surveys.

Tyler Ray, County Extension Agent for
Agriculture and Natural Resources

Soil TestingSoil Testing
Just a reminder  Boyle County Extension

Office offers FREE soil testing to anyone in
the county up to 40 samples per person per

year.  For soil sample bags or more
information call the Boyle County Extension

Office at (859)236-4484. 

Dead Animal RemovalDead Animal Removal
The Boyle County Conservation District and
the Boyle County Fiscal Court sponsors the

removal of deceased animals in Boyle
County. If you have a deceased animal call

(859) 238-1137, Monday through Friday from
8:00 am to 4:30 pm. The deceased animal

needs to be in an accessible area for pick up. 
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