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As I am putting this newsletter together, I am enjoying listening to the rain
we are FINALLY getting!! Fall is one of my favorites; changing of the
leaves, cooler temperatures and pumpkins. Fall is a great time to renovate
your lawn, test your soil and plant bulbs for spring color. Testing your soil
is recommended in the fall so you can have time to amend the pH if it is
needed before the spring planting season gets ramped up again.  We have
some fun fall and winter programs coming up so make sure you mark your
calendars and call to RSVP your spot.  Happy Fall!

Do you follow our new horticulture Facebook page Boyle County
Cooperative Extension-Horticulture? Please give us a follow and stay
up to date on what’s going on around the office and Boyle County. 
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THIS IS THE TIME OF YEAR WHEN GARDEN CENTERS TEMPT US WITH BIG AND LITTLE POTS OF FALL
MUMS, DRAWING OUR EYES TO THEIR BRIGHT YELLOW, GOLD AND BURGUNDY FLOWERS. MUMS ARE

AN EASY WAY TO BRING NEW LIFE TO THE FALL GARDEN OR SPRUCE UP YOUR FRONT PORCH.
MUMS ARE A COMMON FALL DECORATIVE PLANT, BECAUSE FEWER DAYLIGHT HOURS AND LONGER
NIGHTS TRIGGERS FLOWERING. NURSERIES OFTEN DO THIS ARTIFICIALLY BY PULLING DARK CLOTH
OVER THE PLANTS IN LATE SUMMER AND EARLY FALL, WHICH STIMULATES BLOOMING. IF YOU HAVE

MUMS GROWING IN THE LANDSCAPE, THE NATURAL DECREASE IN DAYLENGTH AS FALL APPROACHES
WILL DO THE TRICK AS WELL.

THERE ARE DOZENS OF VARIETIES, BUT GENERALLY MUMS CAN BE IDENTIFIED IN ONE OF TWO
GROUPS, THE GARDEN OR HARDY MUMS, AND THE CUTTING VARIETY. THESE LATTER ARE USUALLY

REFERRED TO AS FLORIST MUMS. FLORIST MUMS ARE GENERALLY TENDER AND WILL NOT SURVIVE A
WINTER IN THE GARDEN.

IF YOU WANT TO ENJOY BLOOMS FOR THE LONGEST PERIOD OF TIME, BUY MUMS THAT ARE COVERED
IN BUDS, WITH ONLY A FEW THAT HAVE OPENED. IT’S ALWAYS GOOD TO BUY A PLANT THAT HAS ONE

OR TWO BLOOMS OPEN, SO YOU’RE SURE OF THE COLOR YOU’RE PURCHASING. YOU SHOULD BE
ABLE TO ENJOY FLOWERS FOR TWO TO THREE WEEKS OR MORE. WATER THE BASE OF THE PLANT, NOT

THE FOLIAGE AND FLOWERS. WATER ON FLOWERS MAY PROMOTE FLORAL DISEASES THAT WILL
SHORTEN THE FLOWER DISPLAY.

MUMS PERFORM WELL IN CONTAINERS AND WILL FLOURISH INSIDE OR OUT. MANY HARDY VARIETIES
CAN ALSO BE PLANTED AFTER THEY BLOOM, SO YOU MAY BE ABLE TO ENJOY THEIR COLOR THE

FOLLOWING YEAR.
IF YOU’RE PLANNING TO ENJOY YOUR GARDEN MUM INSIDE, FIND A GOOD LOCATION NEAR A

SOUTH-FACING WINDOW, OUT OF DIRECT SUNLIGHT AND AWAY FROM DRAFTS CAUSED BY HEATING
OR AIR CONDITIONING VENTS THAT TEND TO DRY THE FLOWERS. A BRIGHT SPOT, WITH INDIRECT

LIGHT IS THE BEST. KEEP THE SOIL MOIST, BUT NOT SOGGY.
MUMS PREFER MODERATE TEMPERATURES AT NIGHT, ABOUT 60 DEGREES FAHRENHEIT. IF FROST IS

EXPECTED, PROTECT OUTDOOR MUMS BY MOVING THEM UNDER COVER OVERNIGHT.
ONCE THE PLANTS HAVE FINISHED BLOOMING, THEY WILL STOP GROWING. YOU CAN EITHER
CONTRIBUTE THEM TO YOUR COMPOST PILE OR PLANT THEM IN YOUR GARDEN. BE AWARE,

HOWEVER, EVEN THE BEST GARDENERS OFTEN FIND THAT MUMS PLANTED IN THE FALL FAIL TO
ESTABLISH IN OUR KENTUCKY CLIMATE. SOME MAY, BUT MOST DO NOT. MUMS AS LANDSCAPE

PLANTS TEND TO DO MUCH BETTER WHEN PLANTED IN THE SPRING. HOWEVER, YOU MAY NEED TO
VISIT YOUR LOCAL GARDEN CENTER OR SHOP FROM A MAIL-ORDER SOURCE FOR EARLY MUM

PLANTS SINCE THEY ARE NOT GENERALLY SOLD IN THE MASS MARKET IN SPRING.
IF YOU CHOOSE TO PLANT THEM IN THE FALL AFTER THEY FINISH BLOOMING, CHOOSE A SPOT THAT

WILL GET ABOUT SIX HOURS OF DIRECT SUNLIGHT A DAY DURING THE GROWING SEASON. MUMS
THAT DON’T RECEIVE ENOUGH SUNLIGHT WILL GROW LEGGY AND HAVE MORE STEMS THAN BLOOMS.
CUT BACK ALL THE STEMS TO ABOUT 8 INCHES. MIX SOME COMPOST INTO THE SOIL, AND DIG A HOLE

NO DEEPER THAN THE DEPTH OF THE POT THE MUM IS GROWING IN. KEEP THE TOP LEVEL OF THE
GARDEN SOIL AT THE SAME POINT ON THE PLANT AS THE CONTAINER SOIL WAS. MUMS SHOULD BE

SPACED 18 TO 24 INCHES APART, SINCE MATURE PLANTS CAN BECOME A GOOD SIZE IN THE GARDEN.
WATER THEM IN, THEN COVER THE GROUND AROUND THE PLANT WITH A THICK LAYER OF MULCH,

KEEPING THE MULCH FROM PILING UP AGAINST THE STEM. 

Mums Make The Fall Garden Pop With Color
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Native Plants for
Pollinators 

Boyle County Extension Office
99 Corporate Drive, Danville, KY 40422

Tuesday, September 16th
10:00 AM

Call (859) 236-4484 to RSVP



FALL PLANT
SWAP EVENT

Bring a plant, take a plant.

Have plants that need divided or
want to share with others?

 Need plants or bulbs to add to
your landscape or home? Here is

your chance!

Come and Go Event
at the

99 Corporate Dr, Danville, KY 40422

September 26
10:00am -

2:00pm

Boyle County Extension Office 

FOR PERENNIALS, HOUSEPLANTS AND BULBS ONLY
HEALTHY PLANTS ONLY- NO DISEASES OR INSECTS

 For more info, call  the Boyle County Extension
Office (859)236-4484
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The Boyle County Agriculture and Local Food Directory aims
to educate and connect consumers and producers by

showcasing the region's agricultural producers, service
providers, and the rich diversity of our local food system.

This directory serves as a valuable resource to foster greater
awareness, appreciation, and support for the agricultural
community, strengthening the bond between local farms

and the people they nourish.

Boyle County 
Agriculture & Local Food 

Directory 

Boyle County 
Agriculture & Local Food 

Directory 

Join the

SCAN THE QR CODE TO
JOIN!




